
OFFICE OF EDUCATION UPDATES 

We ask that students read the below carefully to keep updated on all OOE decisions that will 
impact you. 

 
Update as of JULY 16, 2020: 

ANNOUNCMENTS: 
 

1. M1-M4 Critical Read To Enter the Educational Program 
 

The State has issued an incoming travel advisory that all individuals entering New Jersey 
from states with a significant spread of COVID-19 should quarantine for 14-days after 
leaving that state.  
 
Please continue to monitor the list of states:  
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/general-public/which-states-are-on-the-travel-
advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey 

 
2. M1-M4 Students should activate their Zoom account 

 
We have been using Webex for much of our virtual learning.  We anticipate M3 and M4 will 
move to Zoom for some activities. 
 
For M1 and M2 we will be using the Zoom platform for much of our interactive teaching and 
learning.   
 
All students:  You must activate a Rutgers Zoom account (even if you have one on a personal 
email) 
 
Please follow these instructions to access this modality: visit https://netid.rutgers.edu and click 
on the "Service Activation” link which is on the left side, then sign in.  After authenticating with 
your netID and password, instruct check the box next to Zoom and save the changes.  
 
Additionally, Zoom offers a variety of resources on its help page to guide new users in getting 
started. 
 
What if I already have an existing Zoom account? 
If you currently have an existing Zoom account with a Rutgers email address or NetID, 
please review these instructions. 

  
  Is Zoom for Rutgers HIPAA-compliant? 

For those who handle Protected Health Information (PHI), Zoom for Rutgers is compliant with 
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). If you handle PHI, you will be 
assigned an account that is appropriate for your use with restricted data. If your role at Rutgers 
is not flagged for interaction with PHI, you will see a message upon signing up 
for Zoom indicating that your account is not for use with restricted data controlled by HIPAA.  



  
Additional resources 
For more information about Zoom at Rutgers, please visit the Zoom section of the Rutgers IT 
website. Also, if you would like to learn about other remote technology resources available at 
Rutgers, feel free to explore the Remote Technology Resources webpages. 

 

INCOMING M1s – CLASS OF 2024: 
 

1. Students should activate their Rutgers Zoom account (see above). 
 

2. You should have already responded to Dr. Copeland’s query on your laptop capabilities. 
 

3. Drs. Kaul and Pintar will be emailing you on Biomedical Sciences course specifics. 
 

4. You should be completing your first assignment for Patient Centered Medicine. 
 

5. Please send orientation slide to Dr. Terregino.  Template was emailed. 
Upload a photo 
The text is 3 short bullets 
1. Most meaningful experience/activity preparing you med school 
2. Favorite non-school activity  
2. Fun fact about you 

 
The slide should be emailed to Dr. Terregino by Monday July 20 

 

M2s – CLASS OF 2023: 
 

1. Students should activate their Rutgers Zoom account (see above). 
 
2. You should have already responded to Dr. Copeland’s query on your laptop capabilities. 

 
3. Dr. Glendinning’s email to the class: 

Dear Students, 
I hope this finds you well and enjoying a peaceful summer! I am writing to tell you about some 
ways to prepare for Neuron, Brain and Behavior, which begins in August. Apologies for the 
letter being a little bit long! 
  
I want to begin by acknowledging the obvious---this is unusual year!  I am hoping everyone is 
doing well as we all navigate distancing together, while at the same time facing often 
disturbing or upsetting newsfeeds.  
  
The faculty are working hard through this summer to identify the best tools to support your 
learning as we remain virtual. It is always a goal for each of us to make our courses better each 
year, so I am excited that these tools will enable us to do just that--make this year even better 
than last year! (Of course, much of the technology is new, so bear with us, as we might have a 
few glitches here and there…) 



  
For now, here are a few things you should know to start:  
1. Small group teams: The M2 Course Directors have decided to use your PCM groups (divided 
in 2) for your small group teams this year.  We did this because we know you are used to 
working together and believe that will make things a little easier for this year in the remote 
environment. You will stay with the team for all of the small groups this year.  The groups are 
attached to this message.  
We recommend you decide on a place to work together, like Microsoft Teams or Google Drive, 
so you can communicate, share and save documents you create together. 
 
2. Apps:  Here are some apps we will use in NBB. Please download them and explore before 
classes start. 
 

MIRO: We will be using the MIRO whiteboard app throughout the year for you to 
collaboratively solve clinical cases. Please download a free copy of MIRO and establish 
your team.  https://help.miro.com/hc/en-us/articles/360017571934-How-to-Register-a-
Miro-Profile.  It would be a good idea to spend a little time familiarizing yourself with 
adding objects onto the board.  Here is one video to 
help https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0olcwCD9-GM. We will mostly work with the 
mind maps, sticky notes, google images, text and objects. I attached a white board made 
by some students from your class to see how we will use it for cases. 
 
Poll Everywhere: Please download the app to your phone for polling in interactive 
classrooms.   
 
Canvas: NBB 1 and 2 will both be hosted on Canvas this year. RWJMS is planning to use 
Canvas in the future, and so this is considered to be a pilot, where we ask you for 
feedback. Please download from 
Rutgers: https://canvas.rutgers.edu/documentation/general/log-into-canvas-with-
email/. TheCANVAS phone app is very good as well! 

  
3. Books: The primary book for NBB is Neuroanatomy through Clinical Cases, by 
Blumenfeld.  ISBN-13: 978-0878936137. It is a great book and a great reference in the 
future. You can rent the eBook at this 
link: https://www.redshelf.com/book/673333/neuroanatomy-through-clinical-cases-673333-
9781605353975-hal-blumenfeld. 

  
You can purchase it here: https://global.oup.com/ushe/product/neuroanatomy-through-
clinical-cases-9780878936137?q=blumenfeld&cc=us&lang=en. They offer a discount with the 
code: OXFORD2020.  
  
We will also utilize many of the library books that are free to you and compiled on our Library 
Resource Guide: https://libguides.rutgers.edu/rwjmsM2/NBB 
  
In NBB2, we will primarily use Cutler JL. Psychiatry, 3rd ed. Oxford University Press; 2014. It is 
free from our library: https://bit.ly/2THhFPH 
  
 



M1 Review: 
As a final note, students often ask what they can do to prepare for NBB. I would recommend 
re-listening to the following lectures from your M1 Structure and Function course: 
  

1. Head and Neck Development (Dr. Pinhal-Enfield) 
2. Cranial Nerve Testing (Dr. Seiden) 
3. Neurocytology 1 and 2 (Dr. Dreyfus) 

      4. The Orbit and Extraocular Muscle Testing (Dr. Seiden) 
5. The meninges and intracranial circulation (Dr. Seiden) 

 

M3s – CLASS OF 2022: 
 

1. Students should activate their Rutgers Zoom account (see above). 
 

2.  

 
3. Email from Dr. Pradhan on 7/15/20: 

Our new normal requires different avenues of communication. As a result, I will be holding 
virtual office hours every other week to discuss specific topics in my new Zoom room! First one 
will be July 29nd at 430 pm.  Completely optional-topic for next Wednesday is all things related 
to PPE. If you have particular ideas of things you would like to discuss, please send and I will 
begin a list.  

 
Topic: M3 Virtual Office Hours-PPE 
Time: Jul 29, 2020 04:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://rutgers-hipaa.zoom.us/j/9454062247 
 
Join by SIP 
9454062247@zoomcrc.com 
 
Meeting ID: 945 406 2247 
One tap mobile 



+16465588656,,9454062247# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,9454062247# US (Germantown) 
 
Join By Phone 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 945 406 2247 
 

4. RWJ-Barnabas health system requires that all students have two negative COVID antigen tests 
performed 1-3 weeks apart before Student Health Services can clear a student to return to 
clinical experiences. Dr. Bhatt, our student health services physician has set the following dates 
for testing:  August 17th 1-5 PM and August 24th 1-5 PM.  Dates were chosen to 1) give her 
enough time to get results and put master clearance list together by August 31 and 2) utilize a 
time slot that at least 1/2 of you will be back in Piscataway for ICE week. 

 
This means anyone who is returning from a state that the governor has declared currently as a 
high risk state should be returning to NJ by August 3rd.  Since we don't know what states will 
become part of the 14 day required quarantine, we highly recommend that all out of state 
students should return to New Jersey by August 3rd. Please check State advisory list: 
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/general-public/which-states-are-on-the-travel-
advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey  
  
If a student prefers to return to New Jersey later, a student may have the first test out of state 
and return to NJ by August 10th.  Please contact Dr. Bhatt to make sure you are getting the 
correct test and the results get sent to Dr. Bhatt directly.  

 

M4s – CLASS OF 2021: 

 
1. Students should activate their Rutgers Zoom account (see above). 

 
2. Email from Dr. Pradhan 7/15/20: 

Our new normal requires different avenues of communication. As a result, I will be holding 
virtual office hours every other week to discuss specific topics in my new zoom room! First one 
will be July 22nd at 430 pm.  Completely optional-topic for next Wednesday is all things related 
to PPE. If you have particular ideas of things you would like to discuss, please send and I will 
begin a list.  

 
Topic: M4 Office Hours-PPE 
Time: Jul 22, 2020 04:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://rutgers-hipaa.zoom.us/j/9454062247 
 



Join by SIP 
9454062247@zoomcrc.com 
 
Meeting ID: 945 406 2247 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,9454062247# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,9454062247# US (Germantown) 
 
Join By Phone 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 945 406 2247 

 
3. The NBME has sent additional details on the logistics for offering Step 2 at RWJMS 

on August 27, should a sufficient number of students need to do so. Bearing in mind that you 
should make no changes yet to your existing Prometric appointment, if you wish to take the 
test on August 27, please email Dr. Zachow no later than August 1st to indicate your interest. 
Up until that date you can change your mind, but following that a series of steps will follow 
with the NBME that would cancel your Prometric appointment and lock you in 
to August 27 testing at RWJMS. Again, at this time do not take any action to cancel your 
existing appointment. 
 

  



Update as of JULY 9, 2020: 

ANNOUNCMENTS: 
 

1. M1-M4 Critical Read To Enter the Educational Program 
 

If you are traveling from Alabama, Arkansas, Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, 
Idaho, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Nevada, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Delaware, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Utah you must quarantine for a 14-day period from the 
time of last contact within the identified state. The travel advisory applies to any person 
arriving from a state with a positive test rate higher than 10 per 100,000 residents or a state 
with a 10% or higher positivity rate over a 7-day rolling average. 

 
This is an order from the governor and if you are out of state you must check the website 
for the most up to date information (the states listed above are current as of 7/7, but the 
list is being updated and changing frequently). 

 
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200630b.shtml#:~:text=Governor 
%20Phil%20Murphy,- 
Toggle%20navigation&text=TRENTON%20%E2%80%93%20Governor%20Murphy%20today 
%20advised,contact%20within%20the%20identified%20state 

 
 
 

INCOMING M1S: 
 

1. M1 Critical Read Action Required 
 

You must respond to the email from Dr. Copeland regarding laptops. Here are specifications 
that are ideal for the virtual teaching environment. 

 
System Requirements: 

 
1. High speed internet connection 
2. Speakers and a microphone – built-in or USB plug-in headset or wireless Bluetooth 

headphones 
3. A webcam or HD webcam - built-in or USB plug-in 

Hardware Requirements: 



- Processor Dual Core 2Ghz or Higher (i3/i5/i7 or AMD equivalent) 
- RAM 4Gb 

 
Dual and single core laptops have a reduced frame rate when screen sharing (around 5 
frames per second). For optimum screen sharing performance on laptops we recommend a 
quad core processor or higher. 

 
Supported operating systems: 

 
- macOS X with macOS 10.9 or later 
- Windows 10 

 
Note: For devices running Windows 10, they must run Windows 10 Home, Pro, or 
Enterprise. S Mode is not supported. 

 
Bandwidth Requirements 

For group video calling: 

- 800kbps/1.0Mbps (up/down) for high quality video 
- For gallery view and/or 720p HD video: 1.5Mbps/1.5Mbps (up/down) 
- Receiving 1080p HD video requires 2.5mbps (up/down) 
- Sending 1080p HD video requires 3.0 Mbps (up/down) 

 
 

2. Students should activate their Rutgers Webex accounts through the “Service 
Activation” option on NetID.Rutgers.edu 

 
3. Refer to previous notes about non mandatory lab sessions 

 
4. No in-person PCM 1 in the Fall. 

 

M2S: 
 

1. M2 Critical Read Action Required 
 

You must respond to the email from Dr. Corbett regarding laptops. Here are specifications 
that are ideal for the virtual teaching environment. 

 
System Requirements: 

 
1. High speed internet connection 



2. Speakers and a microphone – built-in or USB plug-in headset or wireless Bluetooth 
headphones 

3. A webcam or HD webcam - built-in or USB plug-in 

Hardware Requirements: 

- Processor Dual Core 2Ghz or Higher (i3/i5/i7 or AMD equivalent) 
- RAM 4Gb 

 
Dual and single core laptops have a reduced frame rate when screen sharing (around 5 
frames per second). For optimum screen sharing performance on laptops we recommend a 
quad core processor or higher. 

 
Supported operating systems: 

 
- macOS X with macOS 10.9 or later 
- Windows 10 

 
Note: For devices running Windows 10, they must run Windows 10 Home, Pro, or 
Enterprise. S Mode is not supported. 

 
Bandwidth Requirements 

For group video calling: 

- 800kbps/1.0Mbps (up/down) for high quality video 
- For gallery view and/or 720p HD video: 1.5Mbps/1.5Mbps (up/down) 
- Receiving 1080p HD video requires 2.5mbps (up/down) 
- Sending 1080p HD video requires 3.0 Mbps (up/down) 

 

2. No in-person PCM 2 in the Fall. In-person activities anticipated starting in December. 

M3S: 
 

1. M3 Critical Read Action Required if still needing to take USMLE Step 1 

Update on how to register for possible August 13 administration of Step 1 at RWJMS: 

The NBME has sent additional details on the logistics for offering Step 1 at RWJMS on 
August 13, should a sufficient number of students need to do so. Bearing in mind that you 
should make no changes yet to your existing Prometric appointment. If you wish to take 
the test on August 13, please email Dr. Zachow no later than July 22 to indicate your 
interest. Up until that date you can change your mind, but following that a series of steps 
will follow with the NBME that would cancel your Prometric appointment and lock you in to 



August 13 testing at RWJMS. Again, at this time do not take any action to cancel your 
existing appointment. 

 
2. Scheduling Updates 

Site swapping round for the M3 clerkships will begin today, Thursday, July 9, 2020, at 
6:00 p.m., and it will end on Tuesday, July 14th, at 8:30 a.m. 

 
Electives’ scheduling for the Fall semester for the M3 students will be in two rounds via 
a randomized lottery. 

o Round 1: Scheduling Fall electives for any M3 students with one or no clerkships 
in the Fall semester. This round will begin on Tuesday, July 14th at 6:00 p.m. and 
it will close on Thursday, July 16th, at 8:30 a.m. The Registrar’s Office will be 
contacting only the specific students with details for this round. 

o Round 2: Electives’ scheduling for the Fall electives will open to all M3 students 
via OASIS lottery. This round will begin on Monday, July 20th, at 6:00 p.m. and it 
will close on Wednesday, July 22nd, at 8:30 a.m. 

 
Electives’ scheduling for the Spring semester will be at a later point. 

 

M4S: 
1. Scheduling Updates 

Site swapping round for the M3 clerkships will begin today, Thursday, July 9, 2020, at 
6:00 p.m., and it will end on Tuesday, July 14th, at 8:30 a.m. Site swapping is not allowed 
for Block 2 (8/3-8/28) since we are within the 30 days of the start date, and any changes 
to scheduling will require approvals from appriopriate directors. 

 
Electives’ scheduling for the Spring semester will be at a later point. 



Update as of JUNE 16, 2020: 
 
ANNOUNCMENTS: 

The Office of Education and Academic Affairs has drafted an action plan to address racism, 
highlights of which have been distributed to the student body. A more formalized plan will 
be distributed at the beginning of the new academic year. All education offices and course 
and clerkship directors have been engaged to create meaningful changes to the educational 
program. 

 
INCOMING M1S: 

1. PCM1 is scheduled to begin virtually on July 29. It will commence with a large group 
lecture and then have interactive small groups with Faculty Facilitators. (Both have 
mandatory participation). Details on summer pre-matriculation assignments are posted 
on the Orientation Website. 

2. Additional information about the Structure & Function course and anatomy lab: 
 

Structure & Function begins at the end of September and ends the day before 
Thanksgiving. Each week will present a region of study: Back (week 1), Upper Limb 
(week 2), Lower Limb (week 3), Head-Neck (weeks 4-5), Exam 1 (week 6), Thorax (week 
7), Abdomen-Pelvis (week 8), SDL and Exam 2 (weeks 9-10). As indicated in last week’s 
message, the 7 optional in-person anatomy labs will involve prosection study for 
physically-distanced student pairs during an assigned ~1 hour on Tuesday or Thursday or 
Friday. This timeframe is likely to be sufficient for study from prosections if students 
read the lab guide in advance. In addition to the assigned lab times, students will be able 
to signup for lab access beyond Tuesday, Thursday, Friday afternoons. In order to 
coordinate the number of users in the lab, a signup schedule will be available on Canvas. 
We are committed to making sure that there will be many opportunities for students to 
regularly and safely access the lab. 

 

 
3. The Orientation Team and administration are communicating regularly and meeting 

weekly to plan orientation. Feedback from incoming students is being relayed and being 
given careful consideration. Please know that we are planning for an in-person White 
Coat Ceremony sometime in the upcoming year. Details of when and where are still 
being worked out. Will communicate details when finalized. 

 

 
4. The student health insurance coverage for all incoming students starts on 8/15/20. We 

have heard from incoming students who have reported difficulties in getting their 
Student Health immunization and bloodwork requirements completed by the deadline 



of July 31. Please be advised that we are extending the deadline for SH requirements 
until September 30. 

 

 
RISING M2S: 

1. PCM 2: The course is scheduled to begin virtually on August 5th (all sessions are 
mandatory). 

 
RISING M3S: 

1. M3 Scheduling- a WebEx meeting was held with the rising M3 class to review the 
scheduling logistics and present strategies for approaching the process. The timeline 
(length of rounds) for scheduling was altered in response to student feedback/requests. 
Slides of the presentation are posted in AMP, and a recording of the session is posted on 
Mediasite. Round 1 of scheduling has concluded, and Round 2 is currently in progress. 

 
2. USMLE Updates – students continue to successfully complete Step 1 and Step 2 CK 

exams. The NBME sent our school a brief email indicating that more details regarding 
testing should go out later this week. 

 
3. CMS Weeks - a WebEx was held with the rising M3 class to review the M3 scheduling 

process. CMS dates and associated requirements were reviewed. Slides of the 
presentation are posted in AMP, and a recording of the session is posted on Mediasite. 

 
4. Introduction to the Clerkship Year Update 

Students who have been assigned to ICE week 1 have been sent a sign-up genius link 
to sign up for physical exam slots for Tuesday, June 30th. 
Deadline for completion is June 17th, 2020. Shirley Brooks and Dr. Pradhan will be 
working on schedules for PPD placement and reading/FIT testing, simulation training, 
and BLS training on June 18th-final schedules should be on AMP by June 22, 2020. 

 
RISING M4S: 

1. M4 Scheduling- M4 scheduling for required rotations has completed. M4 scheduling for 
electives is currently in progress. 

 
2. Transitions to Fourth Year Update 

Course is underway. PPD’s have been placed and will be read on June 18th. Two days of 
the summative OSCE have been completed. COVID 19 antigen testing will occur on June 
18th. Students who had an unsuccessful FIT test will be contacted by Dr. Pradhan to 
reschedule FIT testing. Guidelines on the appropriate use of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) will be discussed on Friday. 

 
HOUSING - Housing at MMC will be available for regional campus students. 



Update as of JUNE 10, 2020: 
 
GENERAL ANNOUNCMENT: A Diversity Town Hall facilitated by Dr. Cato Varlack generated a 
rich discussion on how we must do better with regards to curriculum and faculty development. 
The Office is actively generating an action plan and looks to students for their input and 
guidance as we make these changes. You will receive regular updates on the progress. 

 
Incoming M1s: 

1. There will be no in-person large group sessions. 
2. PCM1 will have interactive small groups (mandatory participation) which will begin 

virtually on July 29. 
3. Histology labs will be online with virtual microscopy. 
4. Anatomy lab is an integral part of the Structure & Function course. In addition to the 

required on-line lab resources, students will have 7 optional in-person cadaver lab visits 
for an assigned ~1 hour/week on Tuesday or Thursday or Friday afternoons THESE LABS 
ARE OPTIONAL AND RESTRICTED FOR SOCIAL DISTANCING. Dates and topics for the labs 
are listed below: 
Lab 1 - Back: 09/22 or 09/24 or 09/25 
Lab 2 - Upper Limb: 09/29 or 10/01 or 10/02 
Lab 3 - Lower Limb: 10/06 or 10/08 or 10/09 
Lab 4 - Head-Neck 1: 10/13 or 10/15 or 10/16 
Lab 5 - Head-Neck 2: 10/20 or 10/22 or 10/23 
Lab 6 - Thorax: 11/03 or 11/05 or 11/06 
Lab 7 - Abdomen-Pelvis: 11/10 or 11/12 or 11/13 

 
In order to assign times and arrange a rotating schedule, the course director will reach 
out to students to survey interest for these optional in-lab sessions. The course director 
is open to adapting the schedule and will discuss constructive feedback with student 
course reps on a regular basis during the course. 



Rising M2s: 
1. There will be no in-person large group sessions. 
2. There will be interactive small groups (mandatory participation) in addition to large 

group sessions, all done virtually. 
3. Neuron, Brain and Behavior will be using Canvas as the course management platform. 

There will be 2 lab optional in-person visits for Neuron, Brain and Behavior. Dr. 
Glendinning notes: “Neuroanatomy lab is always a highlight of the Neuron, Brain and 
Behavior course. Given the current environment, we have been working to develop 
creative ways for students to visit the neuro lab and see and handle the brains. We have 
scheduled 30-minute opportunities for students to visit the lab throughout the day on 
9/3 and 9/16. These sessions will be optional and facilitated by Neuroanatomy faculty. 
We will also have live interactive lab demonstrations by faculty and use videotaped labs 
to try to simulate the lab experience as much as we can." 

4. PCM 2: The course is scheduled to begin virtually on August 5th. 
 
 
Rising M3s: 

5. M3 Scheduling 
M3 Scheduling for all core clerkships will happen next week. The Registrar’s Office will 
follow up with more details by the end of this week. CMS scheduling, with further 
details, will happen the following week (week of June 22nd). 

 
Any students who are flexing M3 year and any rising M3s who have requested hardship 
will be reviewed and scheduled by Monday afternoon at the latest, before M3 
scheduling opens Monday evening. More information for the flexing students will be 
made available soon. 

 
No site swapping or changes to the schedules, unless extreme extenuating 
circumstances. No more swaps into a location because site has availability, for now. 

 
All M3 clerkship and CMS rosters should not be expected until the end of June 
22nd week. 

 
M3 electives scheduling will be made available the week of June 22nd. Students will be 
provided with an updates electives list, with the new capacities. Electives scheduling will 
not be via OASIS, but via a form with a randomized lottery. Electives scheduling will not 
be first-come, first-served. 

 
6. USMLE Updates We have learned that some students have tested successfully for Step 

1 and Step 2, but we have heard of a cancellation. We have not yet received a formal 
announcement for school-based testing but know we are ready to go with mid-July 
dates should we receive a green light. 



 

7. CMS Weeks 
Additional CMS weeks have been added for Block 5. (Block 5 will also be running clinical 
clerkships for students who do not need to make-up any CMS weeks.) The complete list 
of CMS weeks being offered is as the following: 

1. FMED CMS weeks: 7/6, 8/3, 8/17, 1/11, & 1/25 
2. IM CMS weeks: 7/13, 7/27, 8/17, 1/04, & 1/18 
3. Neuro CMS weeks: 7/13, 7/27, 8/10, 1/04, & 1/18 
4. OBG CMS weeks: 7/13, 7/27, 8/10, 1/04, & 1/18 
5. PEDS CMS weeks: 7/6, 7/20, 8/3, 1/11, & 1/25 
6. PSYC CMS weeks: 7/6, 7/20, 8/10, 1/11, & 1/25 
7. SURG CMS weeks: 7/20, 8/3, 8/17, 1/11, & 1/25 

 
Introduction to the Clerkship Years Update 
BLS will occur during these weeks, including socially distanced live BLS testing and an on-line 
written test. 

 

Rising M4s: 
3. M4 Scheduling-in progress 

M4 Scheduling is currently in progress. M4 rosters will go out by the end of next week 
(or sooner), with the exception of electives. 

 
M4 electives will be scheduled for only Blocks 1 to 4, with a randomized lottery, but via 
a form. Students will receive an updated electives list, with capacity, by Friday morning 
from the Registrar’s Office, along with instructions for elective scheduling. M3s will 
follow the same process and schedule electives the week of June 22nd. 

 
4. Senior AOA Determination with COVID P/F Grading 

The process will include a holistic review of grades through blocks 6 in concert with a 
review of students’ contributions to research, service and leadership. 

 
Transitions to Fourth Year Update: 
Students have received their schedules. Key activities COVID 19 antigen testing, Fit Testing and 
Summative OSCE-Please review the 6.10.20 10:57 am email from Dr. Pradhan 

 
Reminder about the Summative OSCE: 
The 2020 RWJMS Summative Clinical Skills Assessment 
The 2020 Summative Clinical Skills Assessment (Summative OSCE) conducted during the COVID 
19 pandemic will not include a physical exam and will rely on your ability to generate 
hypotheses based upon the chief concern to guide your history. You will interact with a 
standardized patient over WebEx. Instead of conducting a physical examination, in your write 



up you will name the physical exam components you would perform for this chief complaint 
and the findings you would be looking for to support or refute your hypotheses. 

 
Sample Case Instructions for the 2020 Summative Clinical Skills Assessment: 
10 minutes: Take a focused history from this patient presenting with XXX. 
Initial vital signs: XXX You will not be doing a physical exam 
Close the encounter with your thoughts on early hypotheses. Sign out of the WebEx. Sign into 
the post-note portal 

 
15 minutes: Complete a post encounter note. 
Write the history. 

 
Write each physical exam/mental status exam maneuver that you would complete in a focused 
exam for this presenting complaint and discuss what you would be looking for in the exam 
maneuver and why. 

 
List your top diagnoses and justify them by noting positive and negative findings 

List your top diagnostic management plans. 

 
Implications for the 2021 Graduate (and a reassurance) 
Graduation requirements for the school have included passing the Summative OSCE as well as 
passing USMLE Step 2 CS. The USMLE Step 2 CS will no longer be a graduation requirement as it 
will not be administered. However, it had been the remediation exam to remediate Summative 
OSCE failures. Thus, students who do not pass the Summative OSCE will remediate with a 
repeat Summative OSCE later in the year to fulfill this graduation requirement. Of note, we do 
not include a grade of “fail” on the transcript; we only indicate a grade of “pass” when the 
exam has been remediated and you have met the competencies of eliciting a history, thinking 
critically and generating differential diagnoses and plans. We understand that not all have 
completed core clerkships. You will face presentations that you have seen since the M2 year 

 

How to prepare for the exam: 
Review key presenting complaints and generate differential diagnoses, e.g., abdominal pain, 
cough, fever; review exam findings that would be pertinent to testing your hypotheses; and 
review key communications challenges, e.g., counseling a patient, delivering bad news. We will 
be using the Empathy and Clarity Rating Scale to evaluate your connection with the patient. 

Tip: students who have failed the Summative OSCE in the past have not done consistently, 
leading to missing key historical findings. **Remember to spend a few moments generating 
hypotheses before beginning the encounter. 



Elective Offerings 
The Registrar is preparing an updated list of electives and capacity to be used for scheduling. 

 

Housing 
No updated recommendations regarding housing for the M1 M2 students. Monmouth Medical 
Center will only be able to accommodate one student per apartment. These units will go to the 
students who have selected Monmouth as a regional medical campus. 

 

RUTGERS FACILITIES: Self-screening for symptoms, social distancing in all areas and mandatory 
cloth masks are the current guidelines for anyone using the Kessler Teaching Laboratories. At 
the present time there is not food service and environmental services is focused on the 
consistent cleaning of surfaces in the study areas and small group teaching rooms. 



Update as of JUNE 3, 2020: 
CURRICULUM UPDATES 
Incoming M1s: 

 

1. Anatomy Lab- Optional In-person labs conforming to social distancing guidelines will 
happen. 

2. PCM1- While the course is expected to begin virtually on 7/29, as PCM 1 progresses, 
some activities will occur in small group fashion conforming to social distancing 
guidelines. 

3. White Coat Ceremony- We continue to explore options for creating an intimate and 
personal virtual ceremony for incoming students, while not eliminating the possibility of 
a future, in-person recognition event. 

 
Rising M2s: 

1. M2 schedule for next AY: 
New curriculum will start on 8/3/20 and end on 4/9/21. ICE week is tentatively scheduled 
on 4/12/21, and students will have the option to start clerkships without taking Step 1 

 
2. Kaplan Question Bank: The Office of Education will be providing all M2 students with a 

subscription to the Kaplan Step 1 question bank for use during the summer and M2. 
Login information will follow soon. 

3. Longitudinal Performance Profile: This coming Monday, to help plan summer review 
and/or guide your study next year, the Office of Education will send each student an 
individual summary of their performance across M1 courses by subject (e.g., histology 
and cell biology) and by system (e.g., reproductive). 

4. PCM2- While the course is expected to begin virtually on August, as PCM 1 progresses, 
some activities will occur in small group fashion conforming to social distancing 
guidelines. 

 
Rising M3s: 

1. M3 scheduling: 
a. Due to the continued evolution and impact of COVID (e.g., hospital resources, 

patient availability, clinical capacity, PPE and COVID testing demands from our 
affiliates), as well as needs (hardships) and preferences (e.g., desire to keep 
second CMS block “open”) expressed by your class, unfortunately, previously 
scheduled M3 clerkship blocks cannot be maintained. 

b. We will need to run a new hardship process and a new M3 schedule lottery. 
c. We anticipate many students will not be able to schedule all 7 clerkships in their 

M3 year. We anticipate that at least one clerkship/student will need to be 
moved to the M4 year. 



d. ICE week- all students have been placed in one of the 2 ICE weeks that are 
scheduled. 

e. M3 scheduling will occur before 6/29; details regarding how the M3 scheduling 
process will occur will be provided as soon as details are finalized. 

f. CMS scheduling- will occur after M3 schedules are determined. 
g. Calendar for the M3 year dates for AY 20-21 can be viewed here. 
h. Submit any M3 scheduling hardship requests based on the above M3 scheduling 

plans here. Submit requests by 8:30 am on Wednesday, 6/10/20. 
*Please note some sites are at limited capacity, while some sites have not 
joined us yet. Following are the only sites available with limited capacity 
currently: IM (RWJUH, UMCP, & MMC), OBGYN (RWJUH, RB, SPUH & 
MMC), PEDS (RWJUH & MMC), PSYC (RWJUH/UBHC & RWJ-S), SURG 
(RWJUH, UMCP, & MMC), and Neurology (RWJUH, MMC, & JFK). 

 
2. USMLE updates: As mentioned in last week’s update, Prometric testing has resumed 

with limited occupancy although there remain cycles in which they cancel appointments 
only to open additional spots shortly thereafter. We are waiting for clarification from 
the NBME on the conditions in which we could offer the exam on-site, for perhaps a 
very limited number of dates, beginning in July or August. There is no further 
information available on expanded regional testing capacity in our area as has been 
established in other regions of the country. 

 
Rising M4s: 
**Clarifications: (Approved by Curriculum Committee on 6/3/20.) 

1. IM Sub-I, OBG Sub-I, and PEDS Sub-I will be two weeks virtual and two weeks clinical, 
with back to back experiences. 

a. Students who have completed two weeks of virtual Sub-Is will only be required 
to complete the two weeks clinical. 

b. Students who complete eight weeks of acting internships or sub-Is in a 
subspecialty will only be required to complete two weeks clinical in a core Sub-I. 
This must be done in the Spring semester. Two weeks of virtual Sub-I will not 
meet this requirement. 

c. FMED Sub-I and Surgery Sub-I will be four weeks clinical only. Any students who 
have completed the two weeks virtual of FMED Sub-I will only be required to 
complete the two weeks clinical. 

 
M4 scheduling: M4 calendar can be viewed here. 

1. All students must complete six of seven M3 clerkships by the end of Block 2 (there will 
be very few exceptions, based on significant extenuating circumstances). 

2. Assignments for Block 1 and 2 have been made, taking into consideration preferences 
identified by students in the survey, scheduled Step 2CK dates, and clerkship capacities. 



a. Anyone who requested in the scheduling priority survey an M3 clerkship in Block 
1 or 2 were accommodated. 

b. If you did not request a clerkship in Block 1 or 2, you were assigned a clerkship 
based on factors noted above (completion of six of seven M3 clerkships by the 
end of Block 2). 

c. Your clerkship assignments can be viewed in OASIS now. 
3. Scheduling the remainder of your M4 year will start on Monday, 6/8/20. 

a. EM virtual weeks will need to be determined before we start scheduling. EM 
virtual didactic enrollment request will be due by Friday 6/5/20 at 5pm. Use this 
form to submit your request. Two additional EM virtual didactics weeks have 
been added, and the new dates are included in the list below: 

i.  6/1/20-6/12/20 
ii.  6/22/20-7/3/20 
iii. 8/3/20-8/14/20 
iv. 8/31/20-9/11/20 
v. 10/26/20-11/6/20 and 

vi. 2/1/21-2/12/21 
b. EM virtual weeks will be scheduled by Monday morning, 6/8/20, based on your 

form submissions. You will be able to view the placements in OASIS on Monday 
by noon. 

c. Round 1: Boot camp will be scheduled. 
d. Round 2: M3 remaining clerkships will be scheduled. 

i. All students, including Student Scholars, will need to complete all 
remaining M3 clerkships by the end of the 2020-2021 AY. 

ii. Virtual didactics will not be available once the new academic year begins. 
iii. Students who will be completing a M3 clerkship, for which they have not 

done virtual didactics, will need to complete a Core Medical Speciality 
week (CMS). CMS is a clerkship-specific orientation week filled with 
learning activities such as case-based didactics, virtual OSCEs, and 
foundational Clinical Science Knowledge as preparation for clerkships. For 
the next academic year each CMS week is required before its 
corresponding clerkship. 

iv. When scheduling your M4 year, please be sure to protect the CMS week 
that you will need. 

1. FMED CMS weeks: 7/6, 8/3, & 8/17 
2. IM CMS weeks: 7/13, 7/27, & 8/17 
3. Neuro CMS weeks: 7/13, 7/27, & 8/10 
4. OBG CMS weeks: 7/13, 7/27, & 8/10 
5. PEDS CMS weeks: 7/6, 7/20, & 8/3 
6. PSYC CMS weeks: 7/6, 7/20, & 8/10 
7. SURG CMS weeks: 7/20, 8/3, & 8/17 
For students who need to complete a M3 clerkship in the spring, and 
who did not complete a 2wk virtual didactic for that clerkship or a 



CMS week, there will be additional CMS weeks available from Jan 4, 
2021 through Jan 22, 2021. Keep this time open if this applies. 

e. Round 3: Sub I, EM clinical weeks or CC will be scheduled, students prioritize 
their top need from this list. Students will need to prioritize which. **For Sub Is 
see clarification above. 

f. Round 4: Sub I, EM clinical weeks or CC will be scheduled, next experience 
prioritized from this list. 

g. Round 5: Sub I, EM clinical weeks or CC will be scheduled, last clinical experience 
not scheduled from the previous 2 rounds. 

h. Round 6: Electives will be scheduled next-updated list of electives will be 
provided. 

 
Transitions to Fourth Year Update: As per the guidelines of RWJBH and other health system 
requirements for health care workers in those facilities, all students will need to have 2 COVID 
antigen PCR tests spaced one week apart, one will be done on 6/15 as part of the Transitions 
course and students will need to return for their 2nd test on the week of 6/22. If you are unable 
to return to have the 2nd test done at RWJMS because of previous plans you will need to make 
independent arrangements to get an antigen PCR test done, send the results Dr. Bhatt (SHS 
director) before the start of your 7/6 clinical experience and may be financially responsible if it 
is not covered by your insurance. 

 
Elective Offerings 
Elective Directors are currently being surveyed to determine capacities. As capacities and 
availability of PPE are determined, more information will be shared. 

 
USMLE Updates: See above. 

 

Housing 
MMC is working hard to be able to offer housing to our regional campus students, and their 
intention is to be able to do so. More information will follow soon. 

 
RUTGERS FACILITIES: no new updates to report. 



Update as of MAY 26, 2020: 
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE AND ACADEMIC RULES UPDATES 
1. CC approved “COVID Pass/Fail” grades for all M4 required courses from 3/23/20-6/30/21. 
2. CC approved all M4 required courses for the next AY20-21 will be 2 weeks virtual and 2 
weeks clinical. 
3. CC approved the Critical Care requirement has now been decreased to 2 weeks. 
4. CC approved that EM clerkship will be given as 2 weeks virtual and 2 weeks clinical, however 
2 weeks virtual will be offered at specific times 6/1-6/12, 6/22-7/3, 8/3-8/14, and 8/31-9/11. 
Virtual weeks will be prerequisites to clinical weeks. Students who completed EM virtual 
already just need to schedule 2 weeks of EM clinical. 8 shifts will be required during the 2 
clinical weeks. 
5. CC approved Core Medical Specialties course and will be graded “COVID Pass/Fail”. Each CMS 
week will be equivalent to 1 week of credit and will be a 1 week prerequisite to completing the 
corresponding clerkship. 
6. CC approved all M3 clerkships (except for Neurology) for the AY20-21 to be 4 weeks in length 
clinically, will be graded “COVID Pass/Fail” and will require the corresponding 1 week clerkship 
CMS week as a prerequisite. 
7. Neurology for AY20-21 will be 1 week virtual and 2 weeks clinical, will be graded “COVID 
Pass/Fail” and will require the corresponding 1 week clerkship CMS week as a prerequisite. 
8. CC approved eliminating the ambulatory elective requirement for graduation. 
9. CC approved decreasing the elective requirements for graduation to 12 weeks. 
10. Academic rules will be revised this summer to accommodate the new curriculum 
requirements, including the removal of passing USMLE Step 2 CS as a graduation requirement. 

 

STATUS OF CLINICAL ACTIVITIES 
For Rising M4 Students: 
A. Return to Clinical Experiences: 
1. 38 students returned to the clinical clerkships on 5/18. This number is not our usual capacity 
for clerkships because not all affiliates are able to accommodate students at this time and some 
affiliates are requiring COVID antigen testing and a standard procedure for this testing that has 
not been developed by RBHS yet (this is being actively worked on and is taking into 
consideration who will be responsible for costs of testing and deciding frequency of testing). 
Sufficient amount of PPE available for health care workers has also impacted capacity. 
2. Clinical Electives are not happening currently because priority is being given to accommodate 
clerkship activities that are required for graduation. However, we are working with faculty to 
determine capacity for clinical activities with a focus on blocks 1-3. At this time, we anticipate 
that initial M4 scheduling will include elective choices for only the first three blocks of M4 year. 
3. Dean Johnson communicated that our school will follow the “no away rotation” 
recommendation from the Coalition of Physician Responsibility unless mandatory military 
rotation or for a specialty for which RWJMS does not have a residency program. 



B. Fourth Year Scheduling: 
We continue to work with our affiliates to assess capacity so we can schedule our M4s. The 
number of rising M4 students with remaining required clerkships is high (80 students). 
Determining what is the most equitable process for scheduling our M4 students continues to be 
a challenge to us. Thank you for completing the priorities survey. Preliminary review of data 
indicates that we will likely need to require all students to schedule at least one remaining 
clerkship by block 2 of next year. We will provide you details in the upcoming days after we 
review our students’ schedules and capacity. 

 
For Rising M3 Students: 
A. Third Year Scheduling: 
M3 scheduling will be done by lottery. Hardships will need to be redone. CMS must be 
completed before Core Clerkships. SA will review step I dates to inform process. Plan to do this 
by early July. Certain m3 maybe held over to M4 year. 

 
B. Introduction to the Clinical Experience (ICE) Week: 
2 ICE Weeks will be in the schedule to accommodate the needs of students taking the USMLE 
Step 1 exam at different times. The two weeks will run 6/29-7/3 and 8/24-8/28/20. The process 
for scheduling CMS weeks is under discussion but the requirement for students to complete the 
corresponding CMS week for the clerkships in their Fall schedules remains. 

 

NEWS FROM THE NBME 
A. USMLE Step 2 Clinical Skills tests have been suspended for the next 12-18 mos. It will no 
longer be a graduation requirement for Class of 2021 students. 

 
B. USMLE Step 1-Prometric centers around the country are starting testing. Testing 
opportunities in the area remain limited. NBME announced allowing medical schools to 
administer Step exams. Our school immediately completed the NBME survey to identify our 
capacity to serve as a site, but we do not have any information yet on whether our school or 
any other school in the tristate area will be able to administer the NBME step exams at this 
time. We will share any and all information as it becomes available. 

 

THE RWJMS SUMMATIVE CLINICAL SKILLS ASSESSMENT (SUMMATIVE OSCE) 
The 2020 Summative Clinical Skills Assessment (Summative OSCE) conducted during the COVID 
19 pandemic will not include a physical exam and will rely on your ability to generate 
hypotheses based upon the chief concern to guide your history. You will interact with a 
standardized patient over WebEx. Instead of conducting a physical examination, in your write 
up you will name the physical exam components you would perform for this chief complaint 
and the findings you would be looking for to support or refute your hypotheses. 



Graduation requirements for the school have included passing the Summative OSCE as well as 
passing USMLE CS. The USMLE Step 2 CS will no longer be a graduation requirement as it will 
not be administered. However, it had been the remediation exam to remediate Summative 
OSCE failures. Thus, students who do not pass the Summative OSCE will remediate with a 
repeat Summative OSCE later in the year to fulfill this graduation requirement. Of note, we do 
not include a grade of “fail” on the transcript; we only indicate a grade of “pass” when the 
exam has been remediated and you have met the competencies of eliciting a history, thinking 
critically and generating differential diagnoses and plans. 

 
 

STATUS OF REQUIRED UPCOMING COURSES 
 
A. Transitions to Fourth Year (any questions, email Margaret “Maggie” Lyons) 

1. PPD and Fit testing- will be done in person following social distancing guidelines. 
2. ACLS will not take place during Transitions Week-in process of determining how/if we 

will be able to accommodate during academic year 20-21. 
3.Summative OSCE-will occur virtually, all students must pass this course as a graduation 

requirement considering that the CS exam will not be administered this year. 
4.Schedule for PPD/FIT testing and Summative OSCE will be posted first week in June. 

 
B. ICE week- (any questions, email Shirley Brooks) 

1. Two ICE week courses will be offered in response to your feedback: 6/29-7/3 and 
8/24-8/28. You will be assigned to an ICE week based on the date of your Step 1 exam. 

2. Final schedule will be available by June 15th for June 29th ICE week, there will be 
required Webex lectures as well as in person activities such as PPD and Fit testing. You will be 
required to demonstrate a full physical examination on either someone you are sheltering in 
place with or on a medical school classmate-details are being worked out. 

 
C. Orientation for M1 and M2s 

1. M1 O-week-Will happen virtually except for PPD testing. 
2. WCC will be virtual. 

 
D. FALL SEMESTER M1 and M2 courses. 

1. Lectures will continue virtually. 
2. We anticipate there will be small group activities that will follow social distancing 

guidelines, start time for these activities is not yet known. 
 

HOUSING 
For M3 and M4 students-Housing availability at MMC is still not confirmed. There will be 
limitations to capacity due to likely on-going social distancing recommendations/restrictions. 
Students who selected MMC as a clinical site for 6mos or a full year will be prioritized. We will 



continue to request weekly updates regarding housing availability at MMC and provide them to 
you. 

 
For M1 and M2 students-We anticipate some fall semester in person mandatory activities will 
occur. Therefore, if you are unable to study at home or would fine commuting to some of these 
mandatory activities as burdensome, please consider identifying housing options near the 
school. 

 

RUTGERS FACILITIES 
1. MEB On-Call room renovated. New entrance code provided = 452. DO NOT share this code 
with anyone who is not a RWJMS medical student. 
2. Refrigerator for On-call room is in the process of being ordered. 
3. Piscataway: Self-monitoring of symptoms, screening at restricted entrances, social distancing 
and mask-wearing will be mandated. Masks and social distancing are currently mandated. 
4. Testing students/faculty/staff prior to building use is under discussion and the University has 
not released final decisions. 


